Chicken housing

Welcome to our guide on chicken housing and facilities. Proper housing is essential for the health,
safety, and productivity of your chickens. Here’s what you need to know:

HOUSING TYPES
* Free-range: Chickens have access to indoor housing and outdoor space.
* Battery cage: Individual cages for each bird, commonly used in commercial egg production.
* Deep litter: Bedding is continuously added to the floor, providing insulation and composting
capabilities.
« Pasture-based: Chickens roam freely on pasture during the day and return to a coop at night.

COOP DESIGN

* Size: Allow at least 2-4 square feet of space per bird inside the coop. Provide additional outdoor
space if possible.

* Ventilation: Provide adequate ventilation to prevent moisture buildup and respiratory issues.

e Temperature: Provide adequate heating or cooling depending on climate and season.

¢ Insulation: Ensure coops are insulated and draft-free during colder months to maintain warmth.

* Lighting: Ensure natural or artificial lighting is sufficient for egg production and bird health.

 Nesting boxes: Provide one nesting box per 4-5 hens, with clean bedding for egg-laying.

* Roosting bars: Allow 6-12 inches of roosting space per bird, elevated above the ground.

* Enrichment: Provide dust bathing areas and enrichment items to keep chickens active and
entertained.

 Shade: Provide shaded area in the run during hot weather to prevent heat stress.

BEDDING AND LITTER
* Materials: Common options include straw, wood shavings, or recycled paper.
* Depth: Maintain a minimum depth of 4-6 inches, adding more as needed.
* Cleaning: Regularly add fresh bedding and turn the litter to promote decomposition and prevent
odor.
» Composting: Used bedding can be composted for fertilizer.

FEED AND WATER
* Feeders: Choose feeders suitable for the number of birds to prevent overcrowding.
» Waterers: Provide clean, fresh water at all times, replacing it regularly to prevent contamination.
* Placement: Keep feeders and waterers raised off the ground to minimize contamination.
» Water management: Prevent standing water and drainage issues in coop and run areas.

SECURITY

* Predator protection: Secure coops and runs with sturdy fencing and hardware cloth to prevent
entry by predators.

* Rodent control: Keep feed in rodent-proof containers and seal any entry points for rodents.

* Biosecurity: Implement measures to prevent disease transmission, such as foot baths and
controlled access.

* Visitor protocol: Limit visitor access and require biosecurity measures for anyone entering the
premises.

* Equipment Control: Prevent sharing of equipment with other poultry farms to avoid disease
transmission.
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Remember: Well-designed and maintained housing and facilities are essential for the health
and welfare of your chickens. Regular monitoring, cleaning, and maintenance will help ensure a
productive and healthy flock.

For more information or specific questions about chicken housing, feel free to contact us.
Cluck Norris of Nugget Construction
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CHICKENOLOGY: EXPLORE GENETICS TO BREED THE BEST BROOD

Chicken housing worksheet

Important factors for backyard flock housing:
* Providing clean water at all times.
* Ensuring good airflow to prevent respiratory issues.
« Installing locks or latches on coop doors to deter predators.
« Using poultry-safe disinfectants to sanitize the coop.
« Offering one nesting box per 3-4 hens.
* Maintaining a layer of bedding at least 4 inches deep.

Unscramble the highlighted letters to find the clue.
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